
WI TOLD ¯ABIÑSKI

(1929 – 2007)

Sud den and un ex pected death of pro fes sor Witold ¯abiñski
on 15th Jan u ary 2007 was a very pain ful and deep shock for his
fam ily and nu mer ous col leagues and friends. Un doubt edly, this
de cease has elim i nated from our sci en tific com mu nity not only
one of the most out stand ing Pol ish min er al o gists and ac a demic
teach ers but, first of all, a mag nif i cent man of un usual, deeply hu -
man per son al ity, very liked by his col leagues and co-work ers and
ad mired as tal ented lec turer and ed u ca tor of youn ger sci en tific
per son nel . 

Witold ¯abiñski was born on 17th  July ,1929 in Cra cow as a
son of pro fes sor and rec tor of the Eco nomic Uni ver sity. His early
born in ter est in nat u ral sci ences, as well as an uni ver sal knowl edge 
of the par ent part of Po land are doc u mented by ed ited in 1947,
prob a bly the first  af ter World War 2, very in ter est ing, con cise
“Guide book of Cra cow and its en vi rons”, pub lished when he was
18 years old!

In 1951, af ter suc cess ful chem i cal and geo log i cal stud ies,
prob a bly thanks to such prom i nent pro fes sors as Mar ian Ksi¹¿kie-
wicz and Antoni Gawe³, he grad u ated in geosciences at the
Jagellonian Uni ver sity, to gether with a group of later out stand ing
ge ol o gists: K. Birkenmajer, S. D¿u³yñski, R. Gradziñski, S.
Siedlecki, J. Znosko and oth ers, who are the co-au thors of his first
pub li ca tions. There fore, since this pe riod he was the mem ber of
the Geo log i cal So ci ety of Po land. In the same 1951 year he was
em ployed in the De part ment of Min er al ogy and Pe trog ra phy  of
the Acad emy of Min ing and Met al lurgy , to which he de voted his
sci en tific ca reer, be ing in turn its as sis tant, tu tor, as sis tant pro fes -
sor (1965) and pro fes sor (1973), and for sev eral years the head of
this De part ment and the di rec tor of the In sti tute of Ge ol ogy and
Min eral Raw Ma te ri als.  Be sides, Witold ¯abiñski was the first
head and or ga nizer of the De part ment of Min er al ogy of the Sile-
sian Uni ver sity and, af ter re tire ment, the head of the De part ment
of Min er al ogy, Pe trol ogy and Geo chem is try of the Jagiellonian
Uni ver sity. In 1993 he was elected a cor re spond ing mem ber of the
Pol ish Acad emy of Arts and Sci ences. More over, af ter a sci en tific
schol ar ship in Ox ford, he be came in 1966 a mem ber of the Min er -
al og i cal So ci ety of Great Brit ain. His friendly con tacts with such

em i nent min er al o gists as J. Zussman, M.S. Mac ken zie and J.
Zeeman re sulted in send ing by them to Cra cow very valu able, of -
ten com plete, se quences of most im por tant in ter na tional pe ri od i -
cals, which were the ba sis of for ma tion of ac tu ally fairly rich
li brary of the Min er al og i cal So ci ety of Po land

Prof. ¯abiñski was very mer ited as de voted or ga nizer of sci -
en tific ac tiv ity of Pol ish min er al o gists as one of char ter mem bers
of the Min er al og i cal So ci ety of Po land and its pres i dent in the
years 1980–1994 and long-year rep re sen ta tive in the IMA Com -
mis sion on Phys ics of Min er als. Be sides, for 34 years (1970–
2004) he was an ex cel lent  ed i tor-in-chief of its pe ri od i cal “Mine-
ralogia Polonica”, fol low ing his ear lier ex pe ri ence in ed it ing
“Min er al og i cal Trans ac tions” of the Cracovian Branch of the Pol -
ish Acad emy of Sci ences. In the years 1982-1990 he was also the
pres i dent of the Com mit tee on Min er al og i cal Sci ences of the Pol -
ish Acad emy of Sci ences. Thanks to his un usu ally friendly per son -
al ity and con tacts, Witold ¯abiñski has de vel oped very fruit ful
co op er a tion with many in sti tu tions, or ga ni za tions and sci en tific
so ci et ies in Po land and abroad. Such co op er a tion with spe cial ists
in other branches of min er al og i cal sci ences, as well as with chem -
ists and phys i cists re sulted in nu mer ous ex cel lent mod ern pa pers
on de tailed min er al ogy and geo chem is try of  min er als and rocks,
as well as in the edi tion of sev eral valu able ac a demic text-books. 

The sci en tific out put of W. ̄ abiñski is con tained in more than 
200 pub li ca tions, pre sented to a large ex tent in in ter na tional pe ri -
od i cals. They are re flect ing sci en tific in ter ests of the au thor in suc -
ces sive pe ri ods of his ac tiv ity. The first of them, pub lished in
coopera tion with the above men tioned ge ol o gists, re fer to pe trol -
ogy of ig ne ous and sed i men tary rocks of south ern Po land. Later
pa pers, in clud ing his Ph.D. the sis (1959), are de voted to min er al -
ogy and geo chem is try of ox i da tion zone of the Cra cow-Silesian
zinc-lead de pos its. Par tic u larly valu able are those on zinc-bear ing
an hy drous and hy drated car bon ate min er als. Be sides, some pub li -
ca tions are deal ing with the syn the sis of var i ous car bon ates. 

Prob a bly, the most im por tant were Witold’s achieve ments in
the field of de tailed min er al ogy of the hydrogarnet group, which
was the sub ject of the highly ap pre ci ated abroad mono graph pre -
sented as qual i fy ing for as sis tant pro fes sor ship, pub lished in 1965.
Later, very de tailed stud ies of these and as so ci ated min er als (e.g.
vesuvianite) were car ried out by him, of ten in co op er a tion with
other spe cial ists,  us ing such mod ern phys i cal meth ods as in fra red
spec tros copy, EPR,  nu clear mag netic res o nance , as well as Möss- 
bauer and Raman spectroscopies. Fi nally, some of his re cent pub -
li ca tions are de voted to phys i cal prop er ties of clayey, zeolitic and
other sorbents.

 It should be stressed that this very gen eral re view of W.
¯abinski’s pub li ca tions, show ing merely the fields of his sci en tific 
in ter ests, does not re flect their rich ness and high sci en tific value,
ev i denc ing sig nif i cant po si tion of our late Friend in in ter na tional
min er al og i cal areopagus. His out stand ing mer its as sci en tist, ac a -
demic teacher and spir i tus movens of min er al og i cal com mu nity
were highly ap pre ci ated by nu mer ous prizes, awards and high na -
tional dec o ra tions with Com mander’s Cross of the Polonia
Restituta Or der at the top.

These out stand ing mer its were also re mem bered by his nu -
mer ous friends, co-work ers and pu pils, as well as by of fi cial del e -
ga tions of ac a demic and other in sti tu tions from Cra cow, Sosno-
wiec, Gliwice, Wroclaw and War saw, in clud ing rec tors of sev eral
uni ver si ties, gath ered at the fu neral in mon u men tal Rakowice
cem e tery in Cra cow. 
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How ever, the speak ers have char ac ter ized not only the above
de scribed mer its of Prof. Wi told ¯abi ñski. They have strongly em -
pha sized that with the death of our dear Friend, we have lost – first
of all – a mag nifi cent man of ex cep tional, deeply hu man per son al -
ity , who will be not for got ten and should be a model of a per fect,
hon est and no ble sci en tist.

Wo jciech Narêb ski
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¯abiñski W., Pieczka A., Kraczka J., 2002. Mössbauer study of
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Note: A com plete list of W. ¯abiñski’s pub li ca tions will be at -
tached to the obit u ary to be pub lished in Mineralogia Polonica.
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